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Abstract

The Islamic world in the contemporary era is confronted with a profound crisis of
civilizational identity—a crisis that manifests itself across political, cultural, social, and
intellectual dimensions in the form of sectarian and national divisions among Muslims,
structural weakness in religious and societal institutions, and a rupture from the authentic
ideals and values of Islam. This situation has not only obstructed the formation of a unified
and dynamic identity among Muslims but has also prepared the ground for the penetration
and expansion of non-monotheistic, secular, and atheistic discourses within Islamic societies.
The main problem addressed by this research is that a portion of these challenges stems from
the gradual reduction of the concept of monotheism (fawhid)—from a foundational social
and civilizational principle in early Islam—to a domain confined merely to theoretical and
theological speculation. This reduction has led to the erosion of the social, ethical, and
civilizational foundations of monotheism, resulting in diminished cohesion, justice, and
collective responsibility within the Muslim ummah. The primary objective of this study is to
analyze and explain the role of “social monotheism” as both an intellectual and practical
foundation for reconstructing the civilizational identity of Muslims and countering non-
monotheistic discourses. By focusing on the paradigm of the “Citizen of Islamic Civilization”
and proposing a practical framework in the form of an “Islamic Civilizational Citizenship
Charter,” the research seeks to demonstrate that a renewed reading of monotheistic teachings
at the social, political, and civilizational levels can lay the groundwork for the revival of
individual and collective Muslim identity, the enhancement of unity and dynamism within the
Islamic ummabh, and the creation of conditions conducive to the emergence of a new Islamic
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civilization in the present age. Furthermore, responding to the practical needs of the
contemporary Islamic community, this research is based on the hypothesis that the revival of
social monotheism in the lifestyle of Muslim citizens not only enables the reconstruction of
identity but also enables the re-engineering of social and institutional relationships.The
present research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method with a deductive
approach, drawing primarily on authentic Islamic sources as well as the views of
contemporary Muslim scholars and thinkers. The findings of the study reveal that social
monotheism extends far beyond a mere theological or doctrinal principle; it constitutes
the fundamental basis of social solidarity and justice, mutual responsibility, and—most
crucially—the unity of the Islamic ummah. When this principle is elevated from the abstract
and theoretical realm and is redefined and operationalized in everyday lifestyle, educational
systems, economic structures, and social policy-making, it can play a strategic role
in promoting human dignity, ensuring equitable distribution of opportunities, expanding
knowledge and progress, combating oppression and corruption, strengthening social capital,
and fostering peaceful coexistence both within Islamic societies and in their relations with the
outside world. The research further indicates that the paradigm of the “Citizen of Islamic
Civilization,” grounded firmly in monotheistic teachings, possesses remarkable potential for
cultivating a new generation of Muslims who, while remaining steadfastly committed to
authentic Islamic values, actively, responsibly, and ethically participate in social, scientific,
and cultural spheres. Accordingly, the present research proposes the “Islamic Civilizational
Citizenship Charter” as a theoretical-practical framework aimed at elevating principles
such as monotheistic, human dignity, justice as the regulator of social relations, Islamic
brotherhood and fraternity, and a monotheistic way of life from the level of abstract teachings
to the level of binding behavioral, institutional, and structural requirements. In its theoretical
dimension, this Charter emphasizes a return to the authentic principles of social monotheism.
In its practical dimension, it stresses the realization of values such as the pursuit of
knowledge and progress, the struggle against all forms of discrimination and corruption, and
the promotion of peaceful coexistence. Furthermore, the Charter can serve as a strategic
document for educational, cultural, and social institutions across Islamic countries, offering a
shared model of Islamic citizenship that simultaneously encompasses both global and
national dimensions. The final conclusion of the present research is that the revival of the
social and civilizational role of monotheism can serve as a grand strategy for reconstructing
the civilizational identity of the Islamic ummah. Within this framework, the “Citizen of
Islamic Civilization” is not merely a theoretical concept; rather, it represents a practical
model of effective, ethical, participatory, and dignity-based agency at both the individual and
collective levels. The realization of this model requires rethinking of cultural policies,
educational systems, and economic structures, as well as a shared political will among
religious, intellectual, and political elites. Only through such concerted effort can the unity
and cohesion of the Islamic ummah be restored and the ground prepared for the emergence of
a new Islamic civilization. Thus, by delineating this horizon, the present study can serve as a
foundation for further research and for the formulation of macro-level policies concerning
identity and Islamic civilization in the contemporary world.
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