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Abstract

This article examines the role and position of the Quran in shaping just Islamic
governance. By distinguishing between the concepts of government and governance, it
emphasizes the importance of just governance as a fundamental characteristic of the
Islamic political system. Using a combined analytical-descriptive and jurisprudential
inference methodology, the study explores the concept of social justice and its place in
governance. It then draws upon a methodic inference and understanding of Quranic
verses related to equity and justice to account for the Quran's theoretical authority in
establishing just governance. The findings reveal that justice holds a universal moral
value, and the Quran emphasizes this universality. Justice is recognized as the highest
social value in the Islamic system, and its establishment is a social obligation requiring
the participation of government institutions, the private sector, and civil society.
Additionally, the personal qualifications of the officials, cultural preparation of society,
and the creation of appropriate structures are crucial factors in achieving just
governance. The article also examines inequality from the Quranic perspective,
emphasizing that spiritual inequalities should not lead to worldly privileges, and unjust
social disparities are managed through Islamic charitable practices and taxes. The article
concludes that just Islamic governance requires a deep understanding of Quranic verses,
a correct grasp of the concept of justice, public participation, the utilization of human
knowledge, and efforts to reduce unjust inequalities. The theoretical authority of the
Quran does not imply neglecting human reason, intellect, or empirical experiences.

Keywords: theoretical authority, Quran, just governance, justice, political power,
political system.
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Abstract

The central question of this article is whether the Quranic perspective on political
participation aligns with the existing approach or an ideal one. The research hypothesis
is that in a religious state, political participation and competition within the political
regime are neither opposed to nor merely in service of the regime. Among the
approaches to political participation—delegative and agentive—the Quran's ideal
approach appears closer to what can be termed a "quasi-agentive and conditionally
maximal” model, which is a prerequisite for the emergence and persistence of a
religious state. This form of participation holds intrinsic value as a partial cause but
remains contingent upon certain preconditions. In this study, beyond the verses on
consultation (shzra) and allegiance (bay ‘a), other Quranic verses—such as those on
fulfilling covenants, enjoining good and forbidding evil, general Quranic addresses,
vicegerency (khilafa), and trust (amana)—are analyzed in relation to agentive political
participation. Accordingly, the essential components of the "conditionally maximal
(quasi-agentive) model of political participation include: the binding authority of the
political covenant between the ruler and the people, the obligation of the consultative
institution in public affairs, active political participation as a form of enjoining good and
forbidding evil and involvement in self-determination, the people's right to electoral
choice and public selection, the graded universal vicegerency from God as the
foundation for the right to participate, and the entrustment of governance to the most
qualified as a form of trust.

Keywords: Religious state, political participation, thematic-political exegesis of the
Quran, conditionally maximal (quasi-agentive) political participation, Quranic verses on
political participation.
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Abstract

Clarifying the role of reason as a source of knowledge and its connection to the
theoretical or epistemic authority of the Quran, particularly within the framework of
rationality, is a crucial discourse in contemporary times. This study seeks to analyze the
relationship between reason and the Quran’s theoretical authority using a qualitative,
descriptive-analytical approach and thematic interpretation. The findings of this research
elucidate the interplay between reason and knowledge-oriented inquiry in the pursuit of
divine obedience and the realization of a monotheistic society. Knowledge is portrayed
as intrinsically linked to purity, wisdom, and guidance, encompassing both worldly and
otherworldly sciences. Additionally, the expansion of interpretative understanding
includes dimensions such as empathy, fluidity, objectification, and the evolution of
theoretical inquiry based on rationality through a contextualized comprehension of
the Quranic text. This relationship between reason and scientific inquiry is examined
through contemplation of Quranic verses without preconceived impositions,
acknowledging that the Quran speaks through logic and demonstrative proof. It also
entails the integration of contemporary scholarly discussions in the interpretation of
Quranic verses, alongside employing the Quran to address emerging questions in
various fields of knowledge. Accordingly, the theoretical authority of the Quran,
grounded in rationality, signifies that the pressing intellectual concerns of society can be
extracted from the Quran through an active and systematic engagement, establishing a
dynamic interplay between reason and the Quran’s theoretical authority.
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Abstract

The increasing challenges of governance at local, national, and international levels
have highlighted the importance of collaboration, the utilization of all available
intellectual and scientific capacities, and collective responsibility more than ever before.
Co-governance, or shared governance, facilitates the integration of diverse perspectives
and knowledge by distributing power, authority, and responsibility among governments,
local communities, non-governmental organizations, the private sector, and the public.
This approach helps develop more adaptive and comprehensive solutions to governance
challenges. This study aims to explore the relationship between co-governance and
Islamic governance and to identify a co-governance model within the framework of the
Islamic governance system. The research employs qualitative content analysis and the
Soft Systems Methodology. Findings indicate that: (1) Co-governance and Islamic
governance share both similarities and distinctions; (2) The role of various stakeholders
in Islamic governance can be analyzed across different levels, roles, and domains;
(3) The core characteristics of co-governance—namely, its networked, multi-level, and
polycentric nature—are meaningfully and dynamically interconnected with the key
components of stakeholder participation in Islamic governance. These components
include divine sovereignty, public oversight, the electoral system, councils (shiird),
enjoining good and forbidding evil, allegiance (bay‘a), separation of powers,
participation in legislation, and the role of civil and professional institutions. This
interconnection is represented within a conceptual model.

Keywords: Co-governance, shared governance, participatory governance, Islamic
governance.
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Abstract

The two principles of takhsis (specification) and fagyid (restriction) are among the
fundamental rules discussed in the science of jurisprudential principles (uszl al-figh).
These principles are applied to provide a commonsensical reconciliation of textual
pieces of evidence in cases where there is no established contradiction (ta ‘arud ghayr
mustagirr) between them. Accordingly, if we have a general (‘@amm) piece of textual
evidence and, in contrast, a specific (khass) one, reconciliation is achieved based on the
principle of specification. Similarly, there is an absolute (mutlaq) text and, in contrast, a
restricted (mugayyad) one, reconciliation is done in terms of the principle of restriction.
This study seeks to answer a fundamental question: if a Quranic proof is general or
absolute, can it be subject to specification or restriction through a single-transmitter
report (khabar al-wahid)? The research hypothesis is that, given the distinctive status of
the Quranic evidence, particular criteria must govern its specification or restriction
by single-transmitter reports. The aim of this research is to offer a more meticulous
methodology of jurisprudential deduction regarding Quranic evidence. This goal is
pursued through a principled ijtihad-based approach, which draws upon argumentative
rules and means, while also incorporating foundational and distinctive considerations.
According to research findings, the specification of the Quran by single-transmitter
reports must be subject to two conditions. First condition: the single-transmitter report
intended for specifying or restricting a general or absolute Quranic statement must be
robust in its text, chain of transmission, signification, and authoritativeness—free from
any form of weakness. We have argued for this condition within two stages. Second
condition: the generality or absoluteness of the Quranic text must, in itself and
independently of the presence of a specifier (mukhassis) or restrictor (mugayyid), be
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susceptible to specification or restriction. According to the theory developed in this
study, these two major conditions form the foundation of principles for the application
of single-transmitter reports in specifying or restricting the Quranic verses.

Keywords: Quranic evidence, single-transmitter report, general, absolute, specificity,
restrictedness, method of jurisprudential deduction.
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Abstract

The theoretical authority of the Quran and its influence on human sciences and
knowledge is a key topic in the Islamization of sciences. This study examines the
theoretical authority of the Quran in the field of humanities, with a particular focus on
the philosophy of Islamic education. The research employs a descriptive-analytical
method, utilizing library research for data collection, with information gathered
primarily through note-taking from books. The findings indicate that the Quran, as a
religious text, has a significant impact on human knowledge, which can be explained
through various mechanisms, including inferential, inspirational, developmental,
authoritative, perceptual, and directive influences on sciences. Additionally, within the
two-tiered framework of Islamic educational philosophy—comprising the transitional
and foundational layers—"Islamic philosophy" serves as a secondary source, whereas
the Quran and the tradition of the Infallibles (peace be upon them) function both as
primary sources and as the ultimate arbiters in assessing the validity of findings within
the transitional layer. These findings encompass the elements and components of the
Islamic educational philosophy, including general premises, foundations, objectives,
principles, and educational methods.
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