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The Application of Political Blessings in
Achieving a New Islamic Civilization
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Abstract

The project of a new Islamic civilization and the movement toward it, as a social
necessity, make it essential to extract the Islamic semantic network surrounding it.
Without extracting this semantic network, it is impossible to formulate the variables
involved in the process of achieving a new Islamic civilization. In extracting the
semantic network related to the new Islamic civilization, the primary and most explicit
source is the text of the Quran. One of the missions of the Quran is to foster a
comprehensive insight in humans (a civilizational perspective) to establish a connection
with existence, the origin, and the hereafter. Accordingly, the Quran consistently strives
to create, sustain, and expand this civilizational perspective by “reminding” and
recalling the factors essential for the dynamism of human social life. The Quran
establishes this connection by recalling blessings such as security, unity, benevolence,
justice, and freedom (which can be categorized as political blessings). The primary
objective of this research is to analyze how divine political blessings (with a focus on
the blessings of unity, security, averting danger, and guardianship) influence the process
of realizing a new Islamic civilization. The central question of this article is: What is the
significance of the Quranic concept of “reminding” and recalling “blessings” from a
civilizational perspective, with an emphasis on the application of political blessings
(unity, security, averting danger, and guardianship) in achieving a new Islamic
civilization? Specifically, the main question of the article is: How do divine political
blessings impact the processes of attaining a new Islamic civilization? The hypothesis
is that the Quran, by emphasizing the remembrance and proper utilization of these

Cite this article: Saedi, F. Hashemi, S.F. & Tohidi, A. (2025). The Application of Political Blessings in
Achieving a New Islamic Civilization. Governance in the Qur'an and Sunnah, 3(1), pp. 9-26.
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blessings, guides the Islamic community (ummah) toward civilizational advancement
and prevents its decline. Using a descriptive-analytical method and providing examples
from the Quran, with a focus on relevant verses, this article examines the role of these
political blessings as key elements in the dynamism of Islamic civilization. The findings
of this research indicate that the Quran, by emphasizing divine political blessings
such as unity, security, averting danger, and guardianship, along with the necessity
of gratitude and fidelity to their covenant, guides the Islamic community toward
establishing a civilization grounded in justice, scientific progress, social welfare, and
ethical values, while preventing its decline. For instance, unity, as one of the political
blessings, fosters social cohesion and enhances the convergence of the Islamic
community. Security serves as a foundation for achieving justice and progress, playing a
fundamental role. Averting danger ensures the stability and sustainability of the Islamic
society, while guardianship, as a governance system rooted in justice and Sharia, plays a
pivotal role in guiding society toward excellence. These blessings not only influence
individual ethics but also strengthen social responsibility, solidifying the foundations of
Islamic civilization. The absence of these blessings can lead to the decay and decline
of Islamic civilization. Therefore, the Quran, by emphasizing these blessings and the
importance of gratitude and their proper utilization, directs the Islamic community
toward civilizational advancement. This approach serves as a proactive strategy for
preserving and elevating Islamic civilization, offering a model that contemporary
Islamic societies can adopt.

Keywords: Political blessings, individual behavior, social responsibility, Islamic
society, new Islamic civilization.
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Abstract

Information management is regarded as a fundamental and strategic component in
the architecture and sustainability of contemporary governance systems. The efficiency
of decision-making processes at high-level political echelons, as well as social stability
and national security, is closely tied to the systematic organization of information flow
and its optimal management. Within the framework of modern governance discourse,
which emphasizes complex interactions among government, civil society, and the
private sector in managing public affairs, information management goes beyond
bureaucratic mechanisms, emerging as a critical element in enhancing transparency,
accountability, and participation. The Islamic legal and axiological framework offers
a distinctive and multifaceted approach to this issue. In this context, information
management is not merely a tool for increasing systemic efficiency but an inseparable
component of the philosophy and principles of Islamic governance, deeply intertwined
with its doctrinal, ethical, political, administrative, and social foundations. Verse 83 of
Surah al-Nisa', as a pivotal text in Quranic literature, directly addresses the fundamental
requirements for handling sensitive information within an Islamic society. It provides
invaluable teachings for theorizing and applying information management within the
framework of Islamic governance. The primary objective of this research is to explore
and provide an analytical-interpretive exposition of the principles and requirements of
information management within the framework of Islamic governance, with a focus on
analyzing Verse 83 of Surah al-Nisa'. This study seeks to delve into the semantic layers
of the verse and the perspectives of Quranic exegetes to derive a conceptual framework
for information management from a Quranic perspective within the context of
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governance. It further aims to highlight the practical implications of this framework
for addressing contemporary information-related challenges. Accordingly, the main
research question is formulated as follows: What principles and foundations does Verse
83 of Surah al-Nisa' provide for information management in the Islamic governance
system, and how do these principles align with the doctrinal, political, administrative,
and social dimensions of governance while being adaptable to the conditions and
challenges of the modern era? This research was conducted using a qualitative approach
with a descriptive-analytical nature. The methodology was based on interpretive or
exegetical content analysis of Verse 83 of Surah al-Nisa'. The key findings of this study
reveal a multifaceted and systematic framework derived from Verse 83 for managing
information within the context of Islamic governance. The research clearly demonstrates
that this verse is not merely limited to information management in the specific
circumstances of early Islam but provides a comprehensive and dynamic framework
applicable to all dimensions of Islamic governance across various eras. This framework,
grounded in the principles of legitimate authority (doctrinal and political), specialized
analysis (administrative), and collective responsibility (social-educational), offers a
theoretical and practical model for effective governance. The findings highlight the
unparalleled capacity of Quranic teachings to provide fundamental solutions to complex
issues of information management and governance in modern societies. They also
emphasize the need to rethink current approaches by relying on religious foundations
and integrating them with contemporary knowledge.

Keywords: Information management, Islamic governance, verse 83 of Surah
al-Nisa', doctrinal dimension, political dimension.
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Abstract

In the Treatise of Rights by Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him), one of the central
and prominent themes is the right of the ruler and their duties within the social system.
This valuable document not only outlines the Imam’s perspectives on the rights and
responsibilities of rulers but also demonstrates that Imam al-Sajjad adopted a distinct
approach in confronting unjust rulers compared to his predecessors, particularly Imam
al-Husayn (peace be upon him). While Imam al-Husayn emphasized the principle of
uprising and struggle against oppression to reform society, Imam al-Sajjad, instead
of focusing on direct resistance or military uprising, resorted to a concept known as
tamahuk-a policy of forbearance and gradual reform. This fundamental difference in
approach indicates that, given the specific circumstances of his time, Imam al-Sajjad
chose a strategic and adaptive approach to preserve Islam and the Shia identity. The
primary objective of this article is to analyze the causes and grounds underlying the shift
in Imam al-Sajjad's approach to dealing with an unjust ruler, compared to Imam al-
Husayn and other preceding Imams. The central question is: What social, political, and
cultural factors led Imam al-Sajjad to adopt a policy of forbearance and caution instead
of direct uprising? Additionally, what differences in cultural contexts and temporal
conditions contributed to the formation of this approach? The research methodology of
this study is based on analyzing the text of Imam al-Sajjad’s Risalat al-Huquq (Treatise
of Rights), utilizing a hermeneutic approach and Skinner’s intentionalist theory. This
method enables a deep interpretation of the social, political, and historical context of
Imam al-Sajjad’s era, facilitating an understanding of the hidden meanings and
intellectual foundations of the text. The study draws on library resources, historical
texts, jurisprudential sources, and hadith literature to provide a multidimensional
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analysis of the intellectual, social, and political contexts underlying the Imam’s
approaches. Based on the research findings, factors such as the decline of Islamic
values, social pressures, the challenging circumstances faced by Imam al-Sajjad (peace
be upon him) and the Shia community, various uprisings, and the weakening of Shia
organizational structures prompted Imam al-Sajjad to adopt a gradual or piecemeal
strategy. This approach aimed to ensure the survival of Islam and Shia identity in the
face of unjust rulers. Notably, the Shia population had significantly changed compared
to the era of Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon him), and conditions for the Shia
had become exceedingly difficult. The primary conclusion is that Imam al-Sajjad’s
perspective on dealing with unjust rulers shifted from emphasizing military resistance to
a strategy rooted in forbearance, gradual reform, and the progressive strengthening of
Islam and the Shia community. This approach, particularly evident in the text of Risalat
al-Huqug and within the social context of that era, demonstrates that Imam al-Sajjad, as
a symbol of patience, wisdom, and prudence, sought to replace armed uprisings with
soft and cultural tools. The final conclusion indicates that Imam al-Sajjad’s shift in
approach was not a disregard for the right to resist but rather a deliberate and strategic
effort to preserve the survival of the Shia community and the continuity of Islam. This
approach serves as a model for understanding and analyzing the comparative strategies
of Imams and religious leaders in confronting unjust and authoritarian rulers. The
present study provides an opportunity to reflect on soft and gradual policies in the realm
of religion and power, particularly in critical and complex circumstances, and can play a
significant role in elucidating the approaches found in Imam al-Sajjad’s conduct.

Keywords: Imam al-Sajjad, Risalat al-Huqug, political thought, cooperation with
the ruler, Quentin Skinner.
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Abstract

The two principles of takhsTs (specification) and taqyid (restriction) are among the
fundamental rules discussed in the science of jurisprudential principles (usal al-figh).
These principles are applied in the context of reconciling conflicting jurisprudential
evidence in cases of tentative conflict. Accordingly, when a general (‘amm) piece of
evidence is juxtaposed with a specific (khass) one, reconciliation is achieved through the
principle of specification. Similarly, when an absolute (mutlaq) piece of evidence is
juxtaposed with a restricted (mugayyad) one, reconciliation is achieved through the
principle of restriction.

This study seeks to address the fundamental question: Can a Quranic verse, which
is general or absolute, be specified or restricted by a single-narrator hadith (khabar
al-wahid)? The research hypothesis is that, given the unique nature of Quranic evidence,
specific criteria must be met to allow the specification or restriction of the Quran with a
single-narrator hadith. The objective of this study is to enhance the methodology of
jurisprudential deduction (istinbat fighi) concerning Quranic evidence with greater
precision. This is pursued through a principled juristic methodology (ijtihad usili),
which aims to answer the research question and achieve this objective.

This methodology employs the rules and tools of reasoning while incorporating
foundational and specific considerations. Based on the research findings, the
specification or restriction of the Quran with a single-narrator hadith must adhere to two
key principles. First, the single-narrator hadith used to specify or restrict the generality
or absoluteness of a Quranic verse must be robust in terms of its text, chain of
transmission (sanad), signification (dalala), and authoritativeness (hujjiyya), and it must
be free from any deficiencies. This principle is supported by reasoning presented in two
stages. Second, the generality or absoluteness of the Quranic verse must, in and of itself,
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independently of the introduction of a specifier (mukhassis) or restrictor (muqayyid), be
inherently capable of specification or restriction. According to the theory derived from
this research, these two principles form the foundation of the proposed rules for
applying a single-narrator hadith to specify or restrict verses of Quranic verses.

Keywords: Quranic evidence, single-narrator hadith (khabar al-wahid), general and
specific, absoluteness, restriction, methodology of jurisprudential deduction.
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Abstract

Unity among Muslims is considered one of the most significant principles of the
innate (firr) religion, as human innate nature (firra) inherently inclines toward unity.
This article seeks to elucidate the components of Islamic unity and its reinforcement,
grounded in certain human values rooted in human innate nature. It emphasizes that
the divine firra serves as an authentic foundation for unity and plays a pivotal
role in eliminating manifestations of racism and class discrimination among people.
Accordingly, the central question is: What are the innate components of Islamic unity
and its expansion from the perspective of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in Nahj
al-Balagha? To address this question, the study employs a social analysis method,
examining several statements from Nahj al-Balagha by Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
within an fifra-oriented framework of studying the human nature. This framework
focuses on the characteristics of humans as social beings who naturally gravitate toward
solidarity and cooperation with others. The research has yielded significant findings,
among the most notable being the identification of a set of innate values that form the
core foundations of Islamic unity. These values include freedom, rationality, civility,
servitude to God, empathy, and cooperation. These concepts are not only moral values
but also authentic and universal human essences, emphasized in religious texts,
particularly the sayings of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), to achieve a Quranic culture
and a global civilization. Moreover, these values create a common ground among
Muslims of various sects and denominations, transforming Islamic unity into a tangible
and achievable vision. The research further demonstrates that Islamic unity is not merely
a religious matter but a multifaceted necessity that integrates religious legitimacy,
rational acceptability, and human approval. Consequently, achieving Islamic unity
requires employing methods grounded in social and ethical sciences, aimed at
reinforcing commonalities and transcending minor or jurisprudential differences, which
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are often exaggerated or taken out of context. In this regard, the research proposes two
fundamental criteria for identifying and applying these innate values:

1. Conceptual-philosophical analysis within the framework of Islamic fitra-based
picture of human nature: In this approach, humans are viewed as beings with an innate
nature, endowed with free will, rationality, sociality, and a tendency to pursue God. This
perspective is derived from Quranic principles and emphasized in the sayings of Imam
Ali (peace be upon him) in Nahj al-Balagha, particularly in passages addressing human
nature and its social role.

2. Drawing upon the contributions of contemporary human sciences, such as
psychology, sociology, and moral philosophy, to achieve a more comprehensive
understanding of the human role as a social agent striving to build relationships based on
mutual understanding, empathy, and cooperation—values that form the foundation of
unity.

Ultimately, from the perspective of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), Islamic unity
is not merely a slogan or religious ritual but a comprehensive civilizational project
that requires innate awareness, rational effort, and human collaboration. This unity
represents the best approach to addressing contemporary challenges through a collective
spirit grounded in dialogue, mutual respect, and the rejection of excommunication and
division. The concept of freedom manifests in the rejection of tyrannical domination, as
disbelievers have no authority over believers—a truth that requires a form of freedom
leading to Islamic unity. Individual freedom, when grounded in ethical principles,
prepares individuals for interaction with others in an atmosphere of reconciliation and
affection. Furthermore, the free association of individuals culminates in national unity,
enabling them to pursue their collective interests and welfare within their country.
Accordingly, if all Islamic countries freely reject the domination of tyranny and enemies
and unite around the word of tawhid (monotheism), they will attain salvation and
prosperity. Reflection, as one of the religious teachings, prevents humans from baseless
and futile behaviors, guiding them toward knowledge and culture. All these factors steer
humanity toward unity, while ignorance and doubt are sources of discord and division.
Civility, by its nature, implies that humans are inherently created to live alongside and
cooperate with others, serving as an innate foundation for unity. When individuals
recognize their profound need for community, they strive to achieve Islamic unity and
overcome divisive factors. Servitude to God reinforces the principle of tawhid, uniting
Muslims under a single banner and liberating them from the division caused by
attachment to other humans and human powers. This servitude forms the spiritual and
social foundation for the cohesion of the Islamic ummah. Empathy fosters a sense of
brotherhood and affection among members of the Islamic ummah, reducing conflicts
and disputes. This quality is a fundamental factor in achieving Islamic unity, as it
enhances mutual understanding and cooperation among Muslims. Cooperation, in turn,
strengthens the spirit of collective effort, aligning endeavors toward shared goals and
thereby fortifying the bonds of the ummah. Through collaboration, a sustainable Islamic
unity is established, which rests upon mutual growth and synergy rather than conflict
and negative competition. Imam Ali’s approach to the unity of the ummah is regarded as
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a civilizational project grounded in interconnected intellectual, doctrinal, and human
foundations. This approach serves as a practical model that the Islamic ummah can
draw inspiration from in confronting contemporary challenges that threaten its existence
and unity.

Keywords: Islam, freedom, rationality, kindness, cooperation, servitude, Imam Ali.
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Abstract

The emergence of Islam in the seventh century CE, as a historic and transformative
event, carried a universal mission to guide humanity toward divine truths. Divine
prophets, particularly Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his household),
played an unparalleled role in civilization-building, fostering social and international
relations, and promoting a culture of justice. In the Islamic legal system, diplomatic
relations and their associated rights hold a distinguished position, to the extent that the
institution of embassy and diplomacy is considered among the most significant religious
teachings. These teachings are evident in the Prophetic diplomacy. Prophetic diplomacy
refers to the activities and measures undertaken by the Prophet as the leader of the
Islamic state, as well as through his appointed envoys, to achieve the overarching
policies of the Islamic government in the realm of international relations. The lofty goals
and general guidelines of Islamic policy, along with the interests of the Islamic ummah,
shaped the Prophet’s diplomacy. During his mission and governance, the Noble Prophet
carried out unparalleled initiatives in this field. The drafting and dispatch of letters and
the sending of envoys to the leaders of other nations, particularly the major empires of
the time, were unprecedented in their own right. The conduct of the Noble Prophet in
diplomacy, including the dispatch and reception of envoys, as well as the privileges and
immunities granted, can serve as an inspiration for elucidating international relations
and international law. Diplomatic immunity and privileges are among the key principles
in the field of international law, with deep historical roots. In Islamic teachings,
these rights are not only recognized but also emphasized as a fundamental element in
global relations. The central question of this research is: What are the foundations of
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diplomatic immunity and privileges in Islam? The findings of this research, conducted
using library resources and a descriptive-analytical method, indicate that the principle of
aman or immunity (Quranic verse 6 of Surah al-Tawba) and maslaha (public interest)
are among the most significant Sharia-based foundations of this institution. The research
results regarding the foundations of diplomatic immunities reveal that, although states
throughout history have reluctantly accepted these immunities, their practical necessity
for ensuring the safety and operational independence of diplomatic agents has led
to their ultimate acceptance. Among the existing legal theories (representation,
extraterritoriality, and functional necessity), the Islamic legal system, while rejecting the
theory of extraterritoriality, aligns with contemporary international law by emphasizing
the theories of representation and functional necessity. Furthermore, the foundations of
diplomatic privileges in Islam are based on the principle of reciprocity, meaning that the
granting of privileges and exemptions to foreign envoys is contingent upon similar
treatment of Muslim diplomats in other countries. This principle, emphasized in Islamic
jurisprudential texts, aligns with Article 34 of the 1961 Vienna Convention in
contemporary international law. The findings of this research demonstrate that Islamic
jurisprudence, by integrating legal reasoning with ethical values, has established a
balanced, effective, and advanced framework for diplomatic relations. This framework,
while upholding Islamic principles and values, is fully compatible with international
standards. The Islamic legal system can serve as a suitable model for the development of
contemporary diplomatic law.

Keywords: Diplomatic immunity, diplomatic privileges, Islamic jurisprudence,

diplomatic law, Prophetic practice, covenant of immunity (aman), public interest
(maslaha), reciprocity.
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