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Abstract

This article aims to explain the process of power in the Islamic political system from
the perspective of the Holy Quran, employing an ijtihad-oriented method and the
method of implication or signification to examine the nature, necessity, models, and
flow of power. The main research question concerns how to regulate the flow of power
between rulers and the people within this system so that it aligns with divine will. The
present study investigates this issue by focusing on the discourse of the flow of power.
In the Quranic view, power is defined as "action upon intention." Intention, as a
key component, determines the direction and nature of power, dividing it into two
fundamental types: transcendent power, which is oriented towards reason, revelation,
and divine values, and base power, which is oriented towards worldliness and carnal
desires. This definition serves as the basis for analyzing the nature of power in the
Quran. Considering the direction of intention, which can be divine, non-divine, or anti-
divine, power in the Quranic system is divided into three types. Examining this process
is essential because it addresses fundamental questions of political philosophy—such
as the legitimacy of obedience to power, the reason for such obedience, and the
qualifications of the power-holder. The Holy Quran, in verses such as "Obey Allah and
obey the Messenger" (Surah Al-Imran: 132), outlines the general framework for
answering these questions. The main innovation of this article lies in elevating this
relationship from a merely legal, contractual, or functional level to a "relationship of the
lover and the beloved" and a "relationship of guardianship (wilaya)" based on faith and
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righteous deeds. In this view, the ultimate goal of the power process is not merely the
administration of society, but rather paving the way for the spiritual proximity (qurb) of
individuals to God.

The research findings identify and delineate four models of power in the Quran:

1) The Taghit (Tyrannical) Model: This model represents the absolute deviation of
power. It is a completely despotic, top-down model based on domination, force, and fear,
establishing a master-slave relationship. In this model, the ruler considers himself in a
lordly (rububi) position (like Pharaoh) and views the people as humiliated instruments.
Here, power is a means for arrogance and oppression. 2) The Conventional Democratic
Model: This model represents the conventional, secular (earthly) form of regulating
power. The relationship is of the servant-master type, and its legitimacy derives from the
will and vote of the majority. However, its focus is primarily on securing material
interests and worldly pleasures, lacking a transcendental and stable ethical orientation.
This directionlessness exposes it to short-term populism. 3) The Islamic Democratic
Model: This model redefines power within a divine-popular framework. At the macro
level, the relationship between the Imam (leader) and the Ummah (community) is a
guiding, educative relationship based on wilayah (guardianship). At the executive level,
the relationship between government and people is reciprocal, involving mutual rights
and duties. Legitimacy is derived from commitment to the revealed framework, while
acceptability is derived from popular support (through consultation/shura).

4) The Model of the Lover and the Beloved (The Loving Wilayah Relationship):
This model represents the highest level and the spirit governing the ideal system of
power, serving as an upgraded version of Islamic democracy. Here, the relationship
transcends legal and political interactions, elevating to a fraternal, emotional bond based
on faith and righteous deeds. The axis of this relationship is mutual love, affection, and
compassion between the leadership and the Ummah, which itself is a manifestation of
divine love. This is the ideal goal of the Islamic political system, transforming the
function of power into service for divine proximity. Historical examples include the
governments of the prophets and divine saints, such as Prophet Solomon, Prophet
Joseph, Prophet Muhammad, Imam Ali, and Imam Hasan (peace be upon them all).

From the Quran's perspective, the ideal process of power transcends dry legal
and contractual relations or mere service exchange; it is a dynamic, ethics-centered
relationship. God Almighty desires that the relationship between the people and the
leaders and officials of the Islamic system—especially the Imam of the Muslims at the
head of society—goes beyond a purely political relationship based on citizenship and
mere economics focused on meeting people’'s needs, or a military/police relationship
aimed at establishing order and security. He desires it to transform into a relationship of
wilayah (guardianship). Or, in other words used in the Quran, to elevate to a relationship
of the lover and the beloved. Essentially, the Quran seeks to remove the factors of love
from mere emotional and sentimental affairs and embed them within rational, logical,
and faith-based matters, so as to reach the ultimate goal: proximity to God.

Keywords: Political Power, Islamic System, Process of Power, Quran, Justice,
Wilayah (Guardianship), Islamic Democratic Model.
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Abstract

Since human relations are among the most important indicators of civilization, the
civilizational interpretation of the Quran must be undertaken with the aim of fostering
these relations. In a civilizational reading, engaging with any Quranic verse raises the
question of how that verse can address the challenges of human interactions or regulate
human relations. This research, aiming to clarify the position of human relations in the
civilizational interpretation of the Quran, first discusses the relationship between these
relations and the concept of civilization, and then explores the status of these relations
within Islamic civilization and how they are organized through the civilizational reading
of the Quran. Accordingly, the main question is: What position do human relations hold
in Islamic civilization and the civilizational interpretation of the Quran? What role
does the Quran, as the primary source of Islamic civilization, play in improving and
developing human relations? Can the Quran be used to strengthen and consolidate
human solidarity and connection? Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research
examines theories of civilization and Quranic verses to reach conclusions about the
status and regulation of human relations. Accordingly, human relations in civilization
can be defined at two levels: the intra-civilizational level and the inter-civilizational
level. At the intra-civilizational level, it must be understood that Islam, despite the
cultural and religious diversity of its followers, is unique. Amidst this plurality and
diversity within the scope of Islamic civilization, various factors can be identified for
creating unity among people and improving human relations—factors such as the
Quran, charismatic leadership, the principles of religion, sacred law (Shariah), art, and
others. Among these, the Quran is the primary factor in creating unity among Muslims.
In this way, relying on the Quran, Islam can view linguistic, racial, and ethnic diversities
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as assets or civilizational capacities, fostering convergence and synergy among these
capacities. One of the exegetes who has attended to the regulation of intra-civilizational
human relations amid this diversity is Ayatollah Asifi. He believes that Islam has a
complete theory regarding human relations, which he calls the "law of guardianship™
(Wilaya). Wilaya is a comprehensive network that encompasses nearly all of a person's
relationships with the external world. These relationships have three orientations:
vertical, horizontal, and longitudinal. Ayatollah Asifi identifies seven elements at these
three levels that organize relations within Islamic civilization. These elements include
unity in worship, unity in guardianship (longitudinal level), unity in the social fabric of
allegiance, unity in political obedience, unity in responsibility and oversight, unity in
immunity and sanctity (horizontal level), and the relationship of Muslims with their
civilizational heritage (vertical level). Thus, human relations at the intra-civilizational
level are regulated in all their dimensions. As for inter-civilizational relations, attention
must be paid to the need for civilizations, beyond their internal relations, to coordinate
with other civilizations at a macro level for their well-being and flourishing. At this
level, three types of relations between civilizations can be discussed: “exchange,"
"conflict," and "mutual recognition.” Citing verse 13 of Surah Al-Hujurat, Zaki Milad
proposes the theory of "mutual recognition among civilizations" in contrast to the clash
of civilizations and even beyond mere exchange or dialogue of civilizations. He views
the multi-ethnic, multicultural, and multi-continental nature of Islamic civilization as
stemming from a particular vision within Islam, one capable of outlining a model for
human relations between Islamic civilization and other civilizations. He identifies this
vision as "Ta‘aruf" (mutual recognition). Verse 13 of Surah Al-Hujurat points to several
key ideas, the most important being that it accepts human diversity as a social and
historical reality, and provides a model for human relations amid this diversity in order
to organize such plurality and variety. This model is precisely "Ta'aruf," which regulates
human relations at the inter-civilizational level. The concept of Ta'aruf is superior to
dialogue, cooperation, and unity; in a positive sense, it can lay the foundations for these
aforementioned concepts, and in a negative sense, it can eliminate the causes of conflict
between civilizations. Thus, the idea of "Wilayah" at the intra-civilizational level and
the idea of "mutual recognition among civilizations" at the extra-civilizational level
represent the Quranic method for regulating human relations. These ideas provide a
basis for strengthening the internal cohesion of Islamic civilization and for building
bridges between Islamic civilization and other civilizations, both of which contribute to
the growth of Islamic civilization and reveal the hidden gems within it.

Keywords: Civilization, Human Relations, Quran, Network of Wilaya, Solidarity.
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Abstract

In an era when the nation-state model of governance—in other words, governance
tied to nationality—is so dominant that no other option for governance remains, one
cannot speak of moving towards Islamic civilization unless we overcome the dichotomy
of nation versus ummah (transnational Islamic community). Unlike the natural process
of nation-state emergence in European countries, where the formation of the nation
occurred organically and in harmony with the established culture and geography of
those peoples, the creation of the nation-state in Iran, from the Pahlavi era onward, took
place through forced modernization. Although Islam had been present in the cultural and
social life of the people of Iran for over a thousand years, anti-Islam intellectuals—who
effectively steered the Pahlavi government—from the outset sought to reconstruct
Iranian nationality in opposition to Islam, drawing some inspiration from Atatirk in this
regard. Consequently, from the beginning, the emergence of Iranian nationality was
accompanied by serious cultural and social challenges in Iran. Following the victory of
the Islamic Revolution in Iran, these challenges continued in a different form. The
contrast between “Ummah-oriented” and “nationalist-oriented” approaches to various
issues has created numerous problems in the realm of the state's major political
decisions. On one hand, the social identity that forms the foundation for the emergence
of Islamic civilization—and which the new state strongly presented itself as striving to
achieve—is something referred to in Quranic literature with the keyword Ummah. The
Quran has established this word as the basis for a specific social identity, in contrast to
words such as gawm (people/tribe), gabilah (clan), ahl al-garyah (people of the village),
ahl al-madinah (people of the city), etc. On the other hand, a new phenomenon brought
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about by modernity is the formation of the state in its new sense, which is tied to the
nation. The nation has a serious connection to a country's political geography and
defines its members' identity within that political geography. The formation of the
modern state—more precisely, the nation-state—has reached a point where today,
especially after World War I, a fixed number of countries with defined geographical
borders exist on the map, borders that are no longer easily subject to increase or
decrease. The boundaries of political geography determine the most important part of
individuals' social identity. Here, the word “nation” in its modern sense creates specific
requirements, and religion is sidelined not so much from its political position but from
its legal position in regulating human social relations. The problem is this: how can a
religious state, whose formal exercise of power is confined within the bounds of a
specific nation, pursue the concerns of a specific Ummah ? When a conflict or
contradiction arises between the interests, benefits, or demands of the nation and the
Ummah, how can a government that defines itself as a religious state reconcile the two?
If reconciliation is impossible, which one should it prefer, and why? In this article, first,
through historical analysis, the roots of the formation of the modern concept of nation
are extracted and explained: how the fundamental nature of the governance problem has
changed in the modern era and what new requirements it has created. Attention is also
drawn to some of the complications and consequences of this transformation in the
Iranian context over the past century. Then, using thematic analysis, the article seeks to
discover the position of the Holy Quran regarding the two keywords Ummah and nation.
The word Ummah is fundamentally Quranic, and extracting its implications was
straightforward. However, what required reflection was examining the extent to which
current “Ummah-oriented” responses are compatible with the Quranic position
regarding Ummah. Recovering the equivalent of the word “nation” in Quranic literature,
however, faces challenges, which the article attempts to overcome. Subsequently,
through a historical comparison, the article re-examines the degree of alignment
between the position of the Islamic Republic system and this Quranic literature. The
final claim of this research is that a religious state within the context of the modern state
cannot reasonably achieve its goals unless it can somehow reconcile the Ummah and the
nation and produce a new synthesis of Ummah and nation that overcomes the conflict
between purely Ummah-oriented and purely nationalist approaches. To ensure that this
discussion does not remain merely at an abstract level, the article attempts to
demonstrate an example of how this reconciliation can be achieved when confronting
the issue of Palestine.

Keywords: Nation, Ummah, nationalism, national identity, nation-state, Islamic
civilization.
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Abstract

This article aims to conduct a comparative study of the foundations of the legitimacy
of resistance in the Holy Quran, Islamic jurisprudence (figh), and contemporary
international law. The main research question is on what basis resistance is recognized
as legitimate in each of these two theoretical systems, and what their points of
convergence and divergence are. The primary focus in the Islamic section is on
defensive jihad, while in the international law section it is on the right to self-
determination and legitimate defense. The research method is analytical-comparative
and relies on the examination of Quranic verses, the opinions of Shia and Sunni jurists,
and international instruments. In the first step, the concept of resistance is examined
from lexical and terminological perspectives, and two minimal and maximal meanings
are presented. In its minimal sense, resistance refers to legitimate defense against
aggression. In its maximal sense, it also encompasses cultural, economic, and political
dimensions. This article focuses on the minimal meaning—that is, military defense
against occupation and aggression—and analyzes its religious and legal foundations. In
the Quranic section, the following foundations are examined: First, the defense of the
oppressed (mustad ‘afin), which is presented in Verse 75 of Surah An-Nisa as a divine
obligation and makes fighting to save the oppressed a duty. Second, the divine
permission for defensive jihad in Verse 39 of Surah Al-Hajj, which ties the legitimacy
of fighting to the occurrence of oppression and aggression. Third, the principle of
negating foreign domination, derived from Verse 141 of Surah An-Nisa, which has been
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transformed in figh into the rule of Nafy al-Sabil (negation of the way [for domination]).
Fourth, the necessity of patience and constant vigilance, which portrays resistance as a
continuous process requiring permanent preparedness. In addition to these foundations,
the Quran also establishes a clear ethical framework, including the principle of non-
aggression and the prohibition of killing innocents, which form the basis of the rules
of war in Islam. Next, the status of resistance in Islamic jurisprudence is examined.
Although the term “resistance” is not used in classical figh works, there is a consensus
among Islamic schools of thought on the obligation of defensive jihad. Islamic figh has
established specific rules for this defense, including the prohibition of attacking non-
combatants, observance of proportionality, fidelity to covenants, and avoidance of
indiscriminate destruction. In the section on contemporary international law, the article
shows that although the principle of the prohibition of the use of force was established
after the World Wars, international instruments have recognized certain exceptions.
Article 51 of the UN Charter recognizes the right of states to self-defense in the event
of an armed attack. Additionally, UN General Assembly resolutions, especially the
Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations
(Resolution 2625) and certain resolutions related to anti-colonial struggles, have
affirmed the legitimacy of peoples’ struggles for liberation from colonialism and foreign
occupation. However, this legitimacy is conditional upon compliance with international
humanitarian law, including the principle of distinction between civilians and
combatants and the principle of proportionality. The distinction between legitimate
resistance and terrorist acts is also made on this basis. In the comparative section, the
article identifies three main areas of convergence: first, acceptance of the principle of
defense against aggression; second, emphasis on observing ethical and humanitarian
standards during resistance; and third, the common goal of liberation from domination
and the realization of a form of independence. In contrast, there are also significant
differences: First, the difference in the source of legitimacy—in Islam, legitimacy
derives from divine revelation, whereas in international law it is based on the will of
states and international agreements. Second, the difference in the nature of resistance—
in Islamic figh, resistance is a religious duty and sometimes an individual obligation
(wdajib ‘ayni), while in international law it is a right that may be exercised or waived.
Third, the difference in the ultimate objective—in Islam, the goal is the realization of
divine justice and the victory of the faith, whereas in international law the primary
objective is the preservation of territorial integrity and national sovereignty. Fourth, the
difference in enforcement mechanisms—in international law, institutions such as the
Security Council have a supervisory role, but their performance faces political
challenges. In conclusion, the study finds that despite fundamental differences, there is a
degree of practical convergence between the two approaches regarding defense against
occupation and adherence to humanitarian principles. This potential can serve as a basis
for developing a comprehensive ethical-legal framework to support legitimate resistance
and protect the rights of oppressed nations.

Keywords: Resistance, Quran, Islamic Figh, International Law, Legitimate Defense,
Occupation.
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Abstract

The issue of women's identity and its relationship with moral order and civilizational
sustainability is among the most fundamental topics in Quranic studies and
contemporary social thought. Historical developments show that the status of women in
dominant discourses has always been a site of contention. In pre-Islamic ignorant
culture (Jahiliyya), women were defined within the framework of tribal relations and
male ownership. In the modern era, with an emphasis on individualism and the primacy
of the body, women's identity became increasingly reduced to physicality and the right
to dispose of one's body. In postmodern readings, women's identity, within the horizon
of meaning's fluidity and discursive constructions, has been emptied of any ontological
stability. In this context, the Holy Quran, by presenting a conceptual system including
modesty (ihfaz), chastity (haya’), dignity (wagar), God-consciousness (fagwa), and
purity (tahara), offers a distinct image of woman that requires a civilizational and
systematic re-reading. The aim of this research is to provide a civilizational analysis of
the Quranic discourse on chastity and modesty and to explain its role in reconstructing
women's identity and shaping a stable social order. The article seeks to demonstrate that
modesty in the Quran is not merely an individual moral recommendation or a
jurisprudential ruling limited to dress; rather, it is part of the “civilizational software" of
Islam, playing a fundamental role in regulating human relations, safeguarding individual
dignity, and strengthening the foundation of the family. From this perspective, women's
identity in the Quran is defined not in opposition to social presence, but within the
framework of moral responsibility and conscious agency, thus enabling their active
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participation in the process of civilization-building. The main question of this research
is: How does the Quranic discourse on modesty, within its historical context, critique
and negate the objectifying structures of Jahiliyya, while simultaneously avoiding the
reduction of women's identity to modern body-centeredness or postmodern fluidity? The
central question is: What conceptual and normative mechanisms are employed in the
Quran to elevate women from the position of "object of gaze and possession™ to that of
"moral and social subject"? Furthermore, this research seeks to clarify the relationship
between modesty and the psychological security of society, moral capital, and the
transmission of intergenerational values, and to examine the possibility of presenting a
theoretical model for addressing the identity challenges facing contemporary women.
The research method is civilizational-discursive analysis with a descriptive-analytical
approach. Within this framework, verses related to women and modesty are studied in a
conceptual network and analyzed using authoritative commentaries and theories from
civilizational studies. Employing an intratextual approach, the research examines the
semantic evolution of women's status in the Quran at three levels: "the negation of
degrading structures,” "the redefinition of identity based on monotheism and God-
consciousness,” and "legal and social institutionalization." Additionally, using a
comparative approach, the fundamental differences between the Quranic discourse and
Jahili, modern, and postmodern discourses are analyzed to reveal the distinctiveness of
the Quranic approach to understanding the body, gender, and women's social presence.
The findings of the research indicate that by explicitly criticizing the ostentatious
display (tabarruj) of the Jahiliyya era, the Quran elevates women's bodies from the level
of tribal symbolic capital to the level of a divine trust, grounding her value in human
dignity and individual piety. Concepts such as khimar (head covering), jilbab (outer
garment), and ghadd al-basar (lowering the gaze) are mechanisms for the mutual
regulation of gaze and behavior in society, demonstrating that modesty is a bidirectional
responsibility and part of the general moral system, not a one-sided obligation.
Furthermore, the portrayal of women such as Mary (AS), the mother of Moses, and the
Queen of Sheba in the Quran presents models of women's rational, spiritual, and social
agency, indicating the possibility of combining modesty with active engagement.
Consequently, modesty in the Quranic logic does not lead to isolation but provides a
framework for responsible and meaningful presence. The final conclusion of the
research is that modesty in the Quranic discourse is a civilizational construct and
regulator of human relations, playing a role in channeling instincts, establishing moral
boundaries, strengthening the family, and enhancing social capital. By linking women's
identity to meaning, piety, and responsibility, this discourse on the one hand preserves
her individual dignity and, on the other hand, provides the ground for her active and
conscious participation in the civilization-building process. Thus, a civilizational re-
reading of modesty can offer a theoretical model for reconstructing the identity of
Muslim women in the contemporary world; a model that balances freedom, dignity,
commitment, and social order, and possesses the capacity to respond to the existential
crises of the modern age.

Keywords: Woman, Islamic Civilization, Chastity, Modesty, Social Transformation,
Quranic Discourse, Identity.
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Abstract

The present study aims to identify and analyze the jurisprudential principles that
underpin the protection of workers’ rights within the framework of Islamic governance.
The author seeks to demonstrate how these principles can serve as a foundation for fair
and supportive policy-making toward workers. To address the existing gap in the
literature, this research attempts to provide a Sharia-based model for improving
workers’ conditions. The central issue explored in this paper concerns the multiple
challenges faced by workers in Islamic societies, including violations of rights, lack of
health and safety protections, and various forms of economic exploitation. Despite the
strong emphasis of the Qur’an and the Sunnah on justice, fairness, and the preservation
of human dignity, it appears that neglect of these principles and the failure to align legal
systems with jurisprudential rules have contributed to the erosion of workers’ rights.
Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the question of which jurisprudential principles
can serve as appropriate religious foundations for Islamic governmental policy-making
in comprehensive support of workers, and how these principles can be reflected in
current laws and regulations. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method with
a problem-oriented approach. Drawing on library sources—including Qur’anic verses,
narrations of the Prophet’s Household (peace be upon them), classical Imami
jurisprudential texts, and statutory laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran such as
the Constitution and the Labor Law—the author extracts and analyzes relevant
jurisprudential principles. This analysis is conducted on three levels: conceptual,
inferential, and applicative, with the aim of clarifying the logical relationship between
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religious foundations and contemporary legal requirements. The findings indicate that
the three jurisprudential principles of human dignity (karamah), no-harm (1a darar), and
causation (tasbib) constitute the primary religious bases for protecting workers. The
selection of these three principles is grounded in a logical hierarchy of worker protection
within Islamic jurisprudence. The principle of dignity is adopted as the fundamental and
value-based foundation, evaluating all policies and behaviors in light of the inherent
worth of the human being. The no-harm principle prohibits any action or condition that
inflicts material or moral harm on workers—including unsafe workplaces, inadequate
wages, or psychological pressure—and establishes enforceable obligations to prevent
such harm. Finally, the principle of causation addresses gaps in responsibility,
particularly in complex industrial settings where direct causation between the
employer’s conduct and the worker’s injury may not be immediately evident. More
specifically, the principle of dignity, based on Qur’an 17:70, affirms the inherent honor
granted to all human beings and deems any conduct that undermines the worker’s status
or humanity as unacceptable. This principle obligates employers and the government not
only to avoid modern forms of servitude and humiliation but also to uphold workers’
dignity by ensuring psychological well-being, job security, and opportunities for skill
development. The no-harm principle, grounded in the Prophetic tradition “There is no
harm and no harming in Islam” and related Qur’anic teachings, prohibits any form of
harm to others. In the context of labor relations, it invalidates unsafe working conditions,
excessive working hours, unfair wages, and any practice that threatens the physical or
mental health of workers, while imposing liability on employers for compensating
resulting damages. The principle of causation, by establishing civil liability for indirect
harm, holds employers responsible even when they do not directly cause an accident,
provided that negligence in providing safety equipment or creating hazardous conditions
contributed to the harm. This principle is reflected in modern labor regulations through
mandatory social insurance and compliance with occupational safety standards. In
conclusion, the study emphasizes that these jurisprudential principles are not merely
abstract doctrines but possess strong potential for translation into practical policies and
protective legislation. They can bridge the gap between religious texts and the needs of
contemporary industrial societies, enabling lawmakers to formulate regulations that are
both Sharia-compliant and responsive to emerging labor issues. Ultimately, an Islamic
government can, by relying on the principle of dignity, design policies that enhance
workers’ quality of life; by applying the no-harm principle, enforce strict occupational
health and safety standards; and by invoking the principle of causation, establish an
effective system of insurance and compensation. Thus, this research proposes an Islamic
model for achieving social justice in the workplace.

Keywords: The Employee, Employment Rights, Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence,
Qur’anic Foundations.
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